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THAT WHICH IS CLAIMED IS: 

\ 1. A vehicle control system for a vehicle 
comprising a vehicle data communications bus and at 
least oneV/ehicle device connected thereto, the vehicle 
control system comprising: 

atXleast one uniquely coded transmitter to be 
carried by a \aser; 

a receiver at the vehicle for receiving 
signals from sai^ at least one uniquely coded 
transmitter; and\ 

a controller at the vehicle and connected to 
said receiver and tlae vehicle data communications bus 
for \ 

communicating with the at least one 

vehicle devioe via the data communications 

bus, \ 

learriing the at least one uniquely 

coded transmitteV to permit control of a 

vehicle function >py the user, and 

causing indication of whether at 

least one new uniquely coded transmitter has 

been learned. \ 

2. A vehicle controlX system according to 
Claim 1 wherein the at least one wehicle device 
comprises a vehicle indicator; anA wherein said 
controller communicates with the vehicle indicator via 
the vehicle data communications busXto cause the 
indication of whether at least one new uniquely coded 
transmitter has been learned. \ 

3. A vehicle control system \according to 
Claim 2 wherein the vehicle indicator co&mprises at 
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le^st one of a light, a visual display, a vibration 
transducer, a speech message generator, and an audible 
signa^l generator. 

4. A vehicle control system according to 
Claim 2 Vherein the vehicle further comprises an 
instrument^ panel carrying the vehicle indicator. 

A vehicle control system according to 

Claim 1 wherein the at least one vehicle device 

p comprises a vehicle sensor; and wherein said controller 

communicates wiNth the vehicle sensor via the vehicle 
4^ \ 
LJ 5 data communicatrpns bus. 

a 

'^J 6. A vehicle control system according to 

1^ Claim 1 wherein the\ at least one vehicle device 

\ 

M comprises a vehicle alarm indicator; and wherein said 

\ 

.i^ controller communicates with the vehicle alarm 

ii \ 

C5 5 indicator via the vehicle data communications bus. 

\ 

7 . A vehicle control system according to 
Claim 1 wherein the at least one vehicle device 
comprises a controllable vendcle device; and wherein 
said controller communicates \?ith the controllable 

5 vehicle device via the vehicle\data communications bus. 

8. A vehicle control system according to 
Claim 7 wherein the controllable Vehicle device is 
associated with starting of a vehicle engine. 

\ 

9. A vehicle control system according to 
Claim 7 wherein the controllable vehic^le device is 


associated with vehicle door locks, 
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10. A vehicle control system according to 
ClaimXl wherein said controller is switchable to a 
learning mode to permit learning of the at least one 
uniquely coded transmitter; and wherein said controller 
causes an^ indication that the learning mode has been 
entered. 

lls^ A vehicle control system according to 
Claim 10 wherein said controller causes an indication 
when the learning mode has last been entered. 



12. A vehicle control system according to 
Claim 10 wherein said controller causes an indication 
for progressively i\dicating a passage of time since 
the learning mode hasv last been entered. 


13- A vehicle control system according to 
Claim 1 wherein said con\roller causes an indication of 
a number of learned uniquely coded transmitters. 

14. A vehicle control system according to 
Claim 1 wherein said controller causes an indication of 
a change in a number of learnes^d uniquely coded 
transmitters . 

15. A vehicle control sVstem according to 
Claim 1 wherein said controller causes an indication of 
a change in a code of at least one \earned uniquely 
coded transmitter. 


16. A vehicle control system according to 
Claim 1 wherein said at least one uniquely coded 
transmitter comprises at least one unique\y coded 
remote transmitter . 
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17 - A vehicle control system according to 
Claim 1 wherein said at least one uniquely coded 
transmitter \comprises at least one uniquely coded 
transponder transmitter . 

18. A vehicle control system for a vehicle 
comprising a vervicle data communications bus and a 
vehicle indicator connected thereto, the vehicle 
control system comprising: 

at least V)ne uniquely coded transmitter to be 

carried by a user; \ 

a receiver \at the vehicle for receiving 

signals from said at l^ast one uniquely coded 

transmitter; and \ 

a controller ati the vehicle and connected to 

said receiver and the vehj^cle data communications bus 

for \ 

learning^ the at least one uniquely 
coded transmitter va permit control of a 
vehicle function byVhe user, and 

communicating with the vehicle 
indicator via said dara communications bus to 
cause an indication of yhether at least one 
new uniquely coded transmitter has been 
learned- \ 

19. A vehicle control systemVaccording to 
Claim 18 wherein the vehicle indicator Gomprises at 
least one of a light, a visual display, h vibration 
transducer, a speech message generator, and an audible 
signal generator. 


20. A vehicle control system according to 
Claim 18 V/herein the vehicle further comprises an 
instrument panel carrying the vehicle indicator. 

2l\ A vehicle control system according to 
Claim 18 wherein the vehicle further comprises a 
vehicle sensory and wherein said controller 
communicates wi>th the vehicle sensor via the vehicle 
data communications bus. 


22. A vehicle control system according to 
Claim 18 wherein the vehicle further comprises a 
vehicle alarm indicator; and wherein said controller 
communicates with the vehicle alarm indicator via the 


i<^atic 


vehicle data communications bus 


23. A vehicle^ control system according to 
Claim 18 wherein the vel^icle further comprises a 
controllable vehicle devtice; and wherein said 
controller communicates with the controllable vehicle 
device via the vehicle data communications bus. 


24. A vehicle control system according to 
Claim 18 wherein said controller is switchable to a 
learning mode to permit learning of the at least one 
uniquely coded transmitter; ^nd wherein said controller 
causes an indication that the\learning mode has been 
entered. 


25. A vehicle control\ system according to 
Claim 24 wherein said controller \causes an indication 
when the learning mode has last been entered. 


26. A vehicle control system according to 
Claim 24 wherein said controller causes an indication 
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for progressively indicating a passage of time since 
the learning mode has last been entered. 

* 

27. \ A vehicle control system according to 
Claim 18 whereVn said controller causes an indication 
of a number of \earned uniquely coded transmitters. 

28. A vehicle control system according to 
Claim 18 wherein sa\d controller causes an indication 
of a change in a numJ^er of learned uniquely coded 
transmitters . 

29. A vehicle ^ontrol system according to 
Claim 18 wherein said controller causes an indication 
of a change in a code of a\ least one learned uniquely 
coded transmitter . 

30. A vehicle controV system for a vehicle 
comprising a vehicle data communications bus and at 
least one vehicle device connected thereto, the vehicle 
control system comprising: 

a biometric characteristic sensor for sensing 
a unique biometric characteristic ®f a user; and 

a controller at the vehicle and connected to 
said biometric characteristic sensor\and the vehicle 
data communications bus for 

communicating with\ the at least one 
vehicle device via the data communications 
bus, \ 

learning the unique ]:^iometric 
characteristic to permit control^ of a vehicle 
function by the user, and 

causing an indication o3f whether at 
least one new unique biometric characteristic 
has been learned. 
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^ 31. A vehicle control system according to 
Claim M) wherein the at least one vehicle device 
comprises a vehicle indicator; and wherein said 
controllei\communicates with the vehicle indicator via 
the vehicle Viata communications bus to cause the 
indication oA whether at least one new unique biometric 
characteristic has been learned. 

32. A v>ehicle control system according to 
Claim 31 wherein "Dhe vehicle indicator comprises at 
least one of a lign^, a visual display, a vibration 
transducer, a speecA message generator, and an audible 
signal generator. \ 

33. A vehicleVcontrol system according to 
Claim 31 wherein the veh\cle comprises an instrument 
panel carrying the vehicle^ indicator. 

34. A vehicle contVol system according to 
Claim 30 wherein the at least\ one vehicle device 
comprises a vehicle sensor; arvd wherein said controller 
communicates with the vehicle sensor via the vehicle 
data communications bus. \ 

35. A vehicle control sysStem according to 
Claim 30 wherein the at least one v^icle device 
comprises a vehicle alarm indicator; \and wherein said 
controller communicates with the vehiale alarm 
indicator via the vehicle data communio^ations bus. 

36. A vehicle control system according to 
Claim 30 wherein the at least one vehicleXdevice 
comprises a controllable vehicle device; and wherein 
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said controller conununicates with the controllable 
vehicle device via the vehicle data communications bus. 

37. A vehicle control system according to 
ClcKj.m 36 wherein the controllable vehicle device is 
assoesiiated with starting of a vehicle engine. 
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38. A vehicle control system according to 
Claim 36 Vherein the controllable vehicle device is 
associated Yi't:h vehicle door locks. 

39. \ A vehicle control system according to 
Claim 30 wheredS:i said controller is switchable to a 
learning mode toXpermit learning of the at least one 
uniquely coded transmitter; and wherein said controller 
causes an indication that the learning mode has been 
entered. 

40- A vehicle control system according to 
Claim 39 wherein said cdgitroller causes an indication 
when the learning mode h^ last been entered, 


41. A vehicle control system according to 
Claim 39 wherein said controller causes an indication 
for progressively indicating \a passage of time since 
the learning mode has last bean entered. 

42. A vehicle controlXsystem according to 
Claim 30 wherein said controller causes an indication 
of a number of learned uniquely coded transmitters. 


43. A vehicle control syst^em according to 
Claim 30 wherein said controller causes an indication 
of a change in a number of learned uniquely coded 
transmitters . 


'4 
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4 4\ A vehicle control system according to 
Claim 30 wherein said controller causes an indication 
of a change in\a code of at least one learned uniquely 
coded transmitter. 

45. A vehicle control system according to 
Claim 30 wherein said biometric sensor comprises at 
least one of a finger-print sensor, a voice pattern 
sensor, a facial patuern sensor, a skin pattern sensor, 
a hand pattern sensor \ a venous pattern sensor and a 
retinal pattern sensor. 


□ 

4 6. A vehicle control method for a vehicle 
s.} comprising a vehicle data Communications bus and at 

least one vehicle device COTinected thereto, the method 


□ comprising: 

5 receiving signals f^fom at least one uniquely 

U3 coded transmitter at a receiv^ at the vehicle; and 

fri using a controller atiy the vehicle and 

connected to the receiver and tl\e vehicle data 
communications bus for 
10 communicating With the at least one 

vehicle device via the d^ta communications 
bus, 

learning the at \east one uniquely 
coded transmitter to permit Ncontrol of a 
15 vehicle function by the user, \ and 

causing an indication of whether at 
least one new uniquely coded trafismitter has 
been learned. 


47. A method according to Claim 4^^ wherein 
the at least one vehicle device comprises a vehicle 
indicator; and wherein said controller communicates 


witA the vehicle indicator via the vehicle data 
communications bus to cause the indication of whether 
at least one new uniquely coded transmitter has been 
learneo^ \ 

. A method according to Claim 4 7 wherein 
the vehicle undicator comprises at least one of a 
lights a visuVl display, a vibration transducer, a 
speech messageXgenerator , and an audible signal 
generator. \ 

49. A meVhod according to Claim 4 7 wherein 
the vehicle furtheA comprises an instrument panel 
carrying the vehicleX indicator . 

50. A methodX according to Claim 4 6 wherein 
the at least one vehicl\B device comprises a vehicle 
sensor; and wherein saiA controller communicates with 
the vehicle sensor via th\ vehicle data communications 
bus . \ 

51. A method accorc^ng to Claim 4 6 wherein 
the at least one vehicle devioe comprises a vehicle 
alarm indicator; and wherein s^d controller 
communicates with the vehicle alVcm indicator via the 
vehicle data communications bus. \ 

52. A method according to Vlaim 4 6 wherein 
the at least one vehicle device comprises a 
controllable vehicle device; and wherain said 
controller communicates with the controJ-lable vehicle 
device via the vehicle data communications bus. 

53. A method according to Claim\4 6 wherein 
said controller is switchable to a learning mode to 


permit reaming of the at least one uniquely coded 
transmitter; and wherein said controller causes an 
indication Vhat the learning mode has been entered. 

54 A A method according to Claim 4 6 wherein 
said controllerv causes an indication of a number of 
learned uniquely^ coded transmitters. 

55. A nrethod according to Claim 4 6 wherein 
said controller cairees an indication of a change in a 
number of learned uimquely coded transmitters. 

56. A methodXaccording to Claim 46 wherein 
said controller causes an indication of a change in a 
code of at least one lea\ned uniquely coded 
transmitter . 

57. A vehicle control method for a vehicle 
comprising a vehicle data communications bus and at 
least one vehicle device connected thereto, the method 
comprising : 

sensing a unique bioyetric characteristic of 
a user from a biometric characteristic sensor; and 

using a controller at Vhe vehicle and 
connected to said biometric characteristic sensor and 
the vehicle data communications bus for 

communicating with the at least one 

vehicle device via the datV communications 

bus, 

learning the uniqlie biometric 
characteristic to permit coi\trol of a vehicle 
function by the user, and 

causing an indicatibn of whether at 
least one new unique biometrio^Qharacteristic 
has been learned. 
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)8. A method according to Claim 57 wherein 
the at leas\ one vehicle device comprises a vehicle 
indicator; and wherein said controller communicates 
with the vehicsle indicator via the vehicle data 
communications bus to cause the indication of whether 
at least one new\uniquely coded transmitter has been 
learned. 

59. A metl:V)d according to Claim 58 wherein 
the vehicle indicator comprises at least one of a 
light, a visual display, a vibration transducer, a 
speech message generato^r, and an audible signal 
generator. 


60. A method according to Claim 58 wherein 
the vehicle further comprises an instrument panel 
carrying the vehicle indicator. 


61. A method according to Claim 57 wherein 
the at least one vehicle devic^ comprises a vehicle 
sensor; and wherein said contro^ller communicates with 
the vehicle sensor via the vehicle data communications 
bus . 


62. A method according to Claim 57 wherein 
the at least one vehicle device comprises a vehicle 
alarm indicator; and wherein said controller 
communicates with the vehicle alarm i\idicator via the 
vehicle data communications bus. 


63. A method according to ClaiVn 57 wherein 
the at least one vehicle device comprises a 
controllable vehicle device; and wherein \5aid 



controlle^r communicates with the controllable vehicle 
device viA the vehicle data communications bus. 
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A method according to Claim 57 wherein 


said controller is switchable to a learning mode to 
permit learning^ of the at least one uniquely coded 
transmitter; ancKwherein said controller causes an 
indication that ttae learning mode has been entered. 

65. A merhod according to Claim 57 wherein 
said controller causes, an indication of a number of 
learned uniquely coded \ransmitters . 

66. A method acVording to Claim 57 wherein 
said controller causes an indication of a change in a 
number of learned uniquely coded transmitters. 


said controller causes an indicatiNon of a change in a 
code of at least one learned uniqueiy coded 
transmitter. \ 


67. A method accordingXto Claim 57 wherein 



